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Africa from the Atlantic and the Indian Ocean, Angola in the west
and Mozambique in the cast, they are so badly administered that
they may possibly in course of time be taken over by one of their
more powerful neighbours. Just now, with agricultural products
at a lower price than ever before and cattle-breeding at a complete
standstill, the South Africans are not in search of fresh pastures
and grain fields. When times return to normal, these Portuguese
colonies may be annexed without the firing of a single gun. For
South Africa is developing a new race, neither Dutch nor English
but purely South African, And it is so rich in mineral wealth, in
copper and coal and iron, and the soil is fertile enough that it may
well Develop into a sort of United States on a slightly smaller scale.
At the other side of the strait of Mozambique lies the island of
Madagascar which measures 230,000 square miles and is slightly
larger than the Republic of France to which it belongs. The
population is not far short of 4,000,000. It is a mountainous island
and the eastern part, exposed to the trade-winds, has excellent
timber which is exported from the harbour of Tamatave, con-
nected by rail with the capital, Antananarivo. Other exports arc
hides, rubber, and copal.
The people look more like Malays than like Negroes. But
Madagascar must have been separata! from Africa at a very early
period in our geological history, for none of the usual African
animals are to be found on the island.
East of Madagascar lie two little islands which were of great
importance when the India trade still followed the route of the
Cape. They are Mauritius and Reunion. Mauritius, an old fresh-
water vegetable station of the Dutch East India Company, is now
English, and Reunion is French.
As for the other islands which, geographically speaking, belong
to Africa, I have already mentioned St Helena, while Ascension,
further to the north in the Atlantic, is also a coaling and a cable
station. The Cape Verde islands are Portuguese. They lie a few
hundred miles west of the coast of Mauretania, now occupied by
the insignificant Spanish colony of Rio de Oro. The Canary
islands are Spanish, Teneriffc, with Santa Cruz, the capital, and
its well-known volcano, Madeira and the Azores arc Portuguese*